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What Are the Lost Books of the Bible? 
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The term "/ost books of the Bible" often intrigues and confuses many people. It implies that certain ancient 
writings, once part of the Bible, have mysteriously vanished or been intentionally omitted. In reality, there are 
no truly "lost" books of the Bible—only ancient religious texts deliberately not accepted for inclusion in the 
biblical canon for various reasons. The Bible as we know it today contains every book God intended to include, 
with canonization guided by divine inspiration and careful discernment. This article will explore these so-called 


"lost books,” why they're not part of the biblical canon, and how Christians should view them. 


What Are the "Lost Books"? 


The “lost books of the Bible" generally refer to a collection of ancient religious writings that were never 
included in the official canon of Scripture. These writings are often categorized into three groups: the 
Apocrypha, the Pseudepigrapha, and other ancient texts. 

1. The Apocrypha: These are books that are included in the Septuagint (a Greek translation of the Old 
Testament) and the Latin Vulgate but are not part of the Hebrew Bible. Examples include Jobit, Judith, 17 
and 2 Maccabees, and Wisdom of Solomon. The Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches 
consider these books as deuterocanonical, meaning they are included in the canon but hold a secondary 
status. However, most Protestant denominations do not recognize them as part of the Bible, considering 
them valuable for historical and religious context but not divinely inspired. 

2. The Pseudepigrapha: These are ancient Jewish and Christian writings attributed falsely to biblical figures. 
Examples include 7 Enoch, The Assumption of Moses, and The Apocalypse of Abraham. These books 
were never considered canonical by mainstream Jewish or Christian traditions, though some of them were 
popular in certain early Christian communities. 

3. Other Ancient Texts: There are also other ancient writings, such as the Gospel of Thomas, The Acts of 
Paul and Thecla, and The Shepherd of Hermas, which some early Christian groups valued. However, 
these texts were excluded from the New Testament canon for various reasons, such as questionable 


authorship, doctrinal inconsistencies, or lack of widespread acceptance among early Christians. 


Why Are These Books Not in the Bible? 


The process of canonization, or the selection of books that would comprise the Bible, was neither arbitrary nor 
hasty. It was a thoughtful and deliberate process guided by the Holy Spirit, as believers in the early church 
sought to discern which writings were truly inspired by God. Several criteria were used to determine which 
books should be included: 

1. Apostolic Origin: The books had to be connected to the apostles, either written by them or their close 
associates. This criterion was crucial because the apostles were eyewitnesses to Jesus Christ and His 
teachings. As stated in Ephesians 2:20, the church is "built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone." 

2. Universal Acceptance: The books had to be widely accepted by the early Christian communities. Texts 
that were only used by a small or heretical group were not included in the canon. The widespread 
recognition of a text's authority was seen as evidence of its divine inspiration. 

3. Doctrinal Consistency: The teachings within the books had to be consistent with the already accepted 
Scripture and the core beliefs of Christianity. Any writings that contradicted the established doctrines of 
the faith were excluded. As 2 Timothy 3:16 affirms, 'A// Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness.” 

4. Inspiration: The early church fathers sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit to recognize the divine 
inspiration of the texts. This spiritual discernment was vital in the process, ensuring that the final collection 
of books was truly the Word of God, as reflected in 2 Peter 1:21: "No prophecy ever came by the will of 


man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." 


How Should Christians View These "Lost Books"? 


While these "/ost books" can provide valuable historical and cultural insights into the religious thoughts of 
ancient times, they are not considered authoritative or inspired in the same way as the canonical books of the 
Bible. Christians should approach these writings with discernment, recognizing that they do not carry the same 


weight as Scripture. 


It is essential to remember that the Bible, as it stands today, is complete and sufficient for teaching, reproof, 
correction, and training in righteousness. The canonical Scriptures are the divinely inspired Word of God, 
perfectly equipped to guide believers in faith and practice. As Revelation 22:18-19 warns, we should not add to 
or take away from God's Word: "/f anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book. And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share of 


the tree of life and the holy city, which are written about in this book." 


Conclusion 


The so-called “/ost books of the Bible" are not lost in the sense of being hidden or suppressed but are writings 
that were never part of the canonical Scriptures. These texts, while historically and religiously significant, were 
not divinely inspired or recognized as authoritative by the early church. Christians should rely on the Bible as 
we have it today, confident in its sufficiency and divine inspiration to guide us in all matters of faith and life. In a 
world filled with conflicting voices and teachings, let us hold fast to the truth of God's Word, trusting in its 


guidance and resting in its promises. 
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